STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

JORIN CHIAS BALDACCE DAVID P LTTELL

LCRERNOR CORMISRIONER

November 14, 2008

Curtis Murley, Chairman
Planning Board
and,
James Thibault, Chairman
Board of Appeals
- Tewn of Long Island
P.O. Box 263
Long Island, Maine 04050

RE: Wary Spar Project, Findings of Fact and Conclusions
Dear Mr. Murley and Mr. Thibault,

Thank you for forwarding us a copy of your Findings of Fact and Conclusions (Findings)
for the “Wary Spar Project”. While our past communications to the town related to this
project often focused on a deficiency in the Town of Long Island ordinance, specifically
§4.17-M.2.1 & 2.1i, we are also cognizant of the dlmene.lonal requirements that the
Department approved in §3.9-E(1).

As you might cxpect, the Department was rather surprised to learn of the Planning
Board’s (Board) approval of this project, especially considering the restrictiveness of the
requirements in §3.9-E(1)a(iii). This section clearly establishes the minimum lot size
requirements for a multi-family dwelling; 10,000 square feet per bedroom and 60,000
square foot minimum lot area. Page 4 of the Board’s Findings states that because the
change of use of the structure will not “materially alter the character of the
neighborhood” and the existing wastewater disposal system will not degrade water
quality, then “[tJhe Board thus finds that the 60,000 square foot minimum lot size and the
10,000 square foot per bedroom requirement of this section are not applicable...”. Itis
unclear to the Department why or how the Board linked its findings regarding the
character of the neighborhood and the adequacy of the septic disposal system to the
minimum [ot size rcquirements.

The language in Section 3.9-E(1)a, is very narrow in its requirements for minimum lot
size and 18 lacking any allusion to the rationale articulated in the Board’s Findings. The
Board’s Findings in this regard appear to be in error and the project should have been
dented by (he Board.

Fortunately, we also understand that the Board of Appeals will review the project under
its Conditional Use review authority, We respectfully request that the Board of Appeals
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carefully consider our comments during its review. It is clear that the proposed project
does not meet the minimum lot size requirements as prescribed in the Town’s ordinance.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or seek further clarification
in this matter, I may be reached by telephone at 822-6328.

Sincerely,

Mike Morse

Assistant Shoreland Zoning Coordinator
Bureau of Land and Water Quality

co: James Nagle, CEO
Board of Selectmen
File



