
2020-07-13 Attachment C Long Island Planning Board 
Alternative Shoreland Zone Revegetative Proposal 

 
From: Steve Hart <wsh9171@gmail.com> 
Date: Wed, Jul 8, 2020 at 4:16 PM 
Subject: Re: Second Try Front Beach trees and banking - important updates 
To: <timhoney@aol.com> 
 
Tim  
I’ve copied and pasted here a potion of your second email regarding the amendment you 
requested the Planning Board to consider earlier this year. Highlighting by me.  
 
“The Board did not want to review the amendment we had put forward that would have given 
the Planning Board the authority to declare an emergency and allow for replanting to take place 
elsewhere, perhaps with a newly established arboretum in the Conservation Area. The final 
decision would have to be made by the DEP subject to the Planning Board having approved the 
alternative plan.” 
 
That does not describe the amendment the Board was asked to consider. The idea of allowing 
re-vegetation to occur other than on-site is new to this discussion.  
 
I’m happy to have that discussion and I’m sure the Planning Board will give this matter due 
consideration before making its decision on adding the language to our revised Article 4.  
 
 

On Tue, Jul 7, 2020 at 10:36 AM <timhoney@aol.com> wrote: 
Dear neighbors, 
 
The Planning Board had requested a second Town Meeting in order to pass the 
amendments to the town's Shoreline Zoning Ordinance.  This is the ordinance that 
begins a process for allowing trees and vegetation to be cut if they are in danger of 
causing a landslide on the banking.  The Planning Board has learned that there will not 
be a second Town Meeting, so nothing will happen with the ordinance until the Town 
Meeting in 2021. 
 
The new language would have permitted a property owner to seek a waiver of the 
current removal standards, but it would still have required the trees and vegetation to be 
cut would have to replaced according to the existing standards that require the 
replacements to be located back on the slope.  
 
The Board did not want to review the amendment we had put forward that would have 
given the Planning Board the authority to declare an emergency and allow for replanting 
to take place elsewhere, perhaps with a newly established arboretum in the 
Conservation Area. The final decision would have to be made by the DEP subject to the 
Planning Board having approved the alternative plan. 
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The Planning Board had said publicly that they would take up our amendment in the 
coming year once the Town Meeting passed their amendments to the Shoreline Zoning 
Ordinance.  We welcomed this as an opportunity to work with the Planning Board to 
come up with a workable solution to the dangerous trees that on the banking.  We were 
hopeful that the Planning Board might begin this process would first join us for a walk 
along the beach and the upper banking facing Front Beach. 
 
Given the fact there will not be another Town Meeting this year, the Planning Board will 
now be discussing their proposed work plan for the coming year. The chairman, Steve 
Hart,  has drafted a work plan which will be discussed this coming Monday at the 
Planning Board's July meeting.  Here is the work plan that Steve is setting forward, and 
which the full Board must approve or modify: 
 
Shoreland Zone Standards The proposed amendments to the current provisions of 
Article 4 would align the Town’s shoreland zone ordinance with the guidelines 
promulgated by the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (MDEP). These 
changes were to have been considered by voters at this year’s Town Meeting; the matter 
was delayed because of the circumstances related to COVID-19.  
 
Alternative re-vegetation plans The amendment to Article 4 would allow the Planning 
Board to declare an “emergency” and develop shoreline banking stabilization 
revegetation plans under certain circumstances. The plan would have to be approved by 
MDEP. The Planning Board is considering this amendment at the request of several 
property owners. Cluster Housing The proposed amendment to Article 11 would allow for 
the Planning Board to approve subdivision developments that provide for  
 
“Cluster Housing,” where development density is determined for a specific area, rather 
than a lot-by-lot basis, allowing housing to be more densely located on a portion of a 
proposed subdivision. The Planning Board is considering this amendment at the request 
of Mark Greene.  
 
Frontage Requirements The proposed amendment would allow for the issuance of 
building permits on properties that do not have frontage on public ways. Currently, lot 
frontage is required to be on a public way. The Planning Board is considering this 
amendment at the recommendation of the Town’s Code Enforcement Officer. Driveway 
Standards The proposed amendments would revise the current standards for the 
construction new driveways or the relocation of existing driveways. 
 
At the meeting this Monday, the Planning Board will approve the work plan.  Then at 
their meeting in August they will hold a formal public hearing on their work plan.(This 
seems backwards, but this is the way they are doing it). If this Monday, the Board 
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deletes the alternative vegetation plan from the work plan, then it the Front Beach tree 
issue will not be part of their work plan.  I have been assured by Steve Hart that there 
will be an opportunity for public participation on their work plan prior to their voting this 
Monday.  
 
I think some of us need to weigh in Monday night, and for the Planning Board to hear 
from us at their August meeting when 
they discuss what should or should not be on their work plan for 2021.  Steve has said 
that if the Board deletes the revegetation item this Monday, then it will not be before the 
Board for the public hearing at their meeting in August: 
 
Here are the dates: 
 
Monday July 13th 6:30 PM: Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89757434600?pwd=OHN4WG5jMEtyb1Ryd2NWdW9zZUc5Z
z09 
 
Monday August 10th, Planning Board August Meeting, public hearing on Planning Board 
Work Plan 
 
Wednesday August 12th:  Planning Board sponsored meeting with the Maine Geological 
Survey to review a new tool they have developed to identify hazardous conditions on the 
coast lines of Casco Bay.  This will be done by Zoom and should be very informative for 
all. 
 
Finally, here is the actual language that was originally proposed to the Board regarding 
the revegetation issues; 
 
(c) However, if the revegetation requirements cannot be met because of the 
configuration of the slope and the lot, then the Planning Board, upon recommendation 
from the City Arborist,  can invoke the Emergency Requirements of the ordinance in 
Section 4.17 Definitions, and can declare an Emergency and can proceed to develop 
with the Town’s Arborist a workable plan for revegetation.  Such a plan must be 
submitted to the DEP for final approval. 
ct. 
 
Note:  When we submitted this, we did not know that there was not a City Arborist, and 
we had not discussed the possibility of an arboretum being created within the 
Conservation District.  This suggestion had come from Chris Baldwin at the the 
Cumberland County Land and Water Conservation District. 
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Finally, on Monday we should invite the Planning Board to walk the banking with us so 
they can see first hand the issues we are dealing with. 
 
All my best, 
Tim 
 
Tim Honey 
215 High Street Unit 103 
South Portland, Maine 
04106 
timhoney@aol.com 
207-332-8524 

 
Steve Hart 
wsh9171@gmail.com 
207-420-4744 
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