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Paper Street Project Report 

Section 1. Introduction 

 
In September of 1997 the Selectmen of the Town of Long Island filed a request for a 20 
year extension to prevent the automatic vacation of Long Island’s paper streets. Prior to 
September 29, 2017 the Selectmen must decide if the town should allow the town’s 
paper streets to be automatically vacated on that date, request an additional 20 year 
extension to prevent their automatic vacation or find another solution to this problem. 
 
A paper street is a street shown on a subdivision land plan that has been recorded at 
the Registry of Deeds and has never been accepted by the town as a public right of 
way, has not been constructed or regularly used by subdivision parcel owners as a 
private right of way to access their property or has not been formally vacated.  
 
Paper streets are private rights of way for all subdivision parcel owners and the land 
under paper streets is not taxed. When a paper street is vacated the private right of way 
goes out of existence and the abutting parcel owners property boundaries move to the 
center of the vacated street. 
 
There are a number of Long Island land plans that have been recorded at the 
Cumberland County Registry of Deed since 1888 that created paper streets at the time 
they were recorded. Many of these paper streets have gone out of existence by being 
constructed or improved and used either as public ways or private ways or by being 
formally vacated. Many others still exist and may provide the only legal access to 
parcels in a subdivision. 
 
The purpose of this report is four fold: 
 

1. Identify all the paper streets on Long Island that came into existence when their 
associated land plans were registered at the Cumberland County Registry of 
Deeds, 

 
2. reconcile this list of paper streets with the streets identified in the 1997 Notice to 

Extend Deadline of Automatic Vacation of “Paper Streets”, 
 

3. indicate the current status of each of the paper streets listed in item 1 and finally, 
 

4. recommend actions to be taken for each of these streets to avoid their automatic 
vacation on September 29, 2017. 
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Section 2. State Law Related to Paper Streets 

 
The following quotation was taken from the Maine Municipal Association’s ​Municipal 
Roads Manual​.  
 
 
“Paper streets have been a significant source of title problems over the years because of the 
uncertainty associated with public and private rights of access. This is because at common law, 
once a lot is sold with reference to a recorded subdivision plan, there is an incipient dedication 
of the ways shown on that plan, and that incipient dedication is of infinite duration. The 
Legislature acted in 1903 to provide for termination of the public and private rights through the 
“vacation” process. The Law Court has observed that vacation is the exclusive process for the 
termination of the public right of incipient dedication once a lot has been sold with reference to 
the subdivision plan. However, because vacation of a paper street is an expensive, 
time-consuming, case-by case process, in 1987, the Legislature amended the State road and 
title statutes in an attempt to resolve the title problems associated with ancient paper streets. As 
explained below, these amendments provide for a deemed vacation of older subdivision ways 
and, prospectively, provide for the termination of unaccepted dedications of public rights and of 
unused private rights in subdivision ways.” 
 
The following sections of state law related to paper streets, 
 

● MSRA Title 23 Section 3032. PROPOSED, UNACCEPTED WAYS DEEMED 
VACATED 

● MSRA Title 23 Section 3033 RIGHTS OF ACTION CONCERNING WAYS 
DEEMED VACATED 

● MSRA Title 23 Section 469-A TITLE TO PROPOSED, UNACCEPTED WAYS 
  
are reproduced in the remainder of this document. 
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Section 2. State Law Related to Paper Streets 

 

Title 23 Section 3032 
Maine Revised Statutes Title 23: TRANSPORTATION 

Chapter 304: ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY FOR HIGHWAY PURPOSES 

§3032. PROPOSED, UNACCEPTED WAYS DEEMED VACATED 
1. Deemed vacation. 

[ 1997, c. 386, §1 (RP) .] 

1-A. Deemed vacation. A proposed, unaccepted way or portion of a proposed, unaccepted way laid 
out on a subdivision plan recorded in the registry of deeds prior to September 29, 1987 is deemed to have 
been subject to an order of vacation under section 3027 if, by the later of 15 years after the date of the 
recording of the subdivision plan laying out the way or portion of the way or September 29, 1997, both of 
the following conditions have been met: 

A. The way or portion of the way has not been constructed or used as a way; and [1997, c. 386, §2 
(NEW).] 

B. The way or portion of the way has not been accepted as a town, county or state way or highway or as 
a public, utility or recreational easement. [1997, c. 386, §2 (NEW).] 

A way or portion of a way considered vacated under this subsection is subject to section 3033. 

[ 1997, c. 386, §2 (NEW) .] 

2. Extensions. The municipal officers of the affected municipality may except a proposed, 
unaccepted way or portion of a proposed, unaccepted way described in subsection 1-A from the 
operation of the time limitations of that subsection by filing, in the registry of deeds where the subdivision 
plan is recorded, a notice stating that the way or portion of the way is excepted from the operation of 
subsection 1-A for a period of 20 years from the filing of the notice. To be effective, this exception must be 
filed prior to the expiration of the time limitations of subsection 1-A. An extension accomplished under this 
subsection may be extended by the municipal officers for a subsequent 20-year period by the filing of a 
new notice within the preceding 20- year extension period. 

[ 1997, c. 683, Pt. B, §10 (AMD); 1997, c. 683, Pt. B, §11 (AFF) .] 

SECTION HISTORY 1987, c. 385, §2 (NEW). 1997, c. 386, §§1,2 (AMD). 1997, c. 
683, §B10 (AMD). 1997, c. 683, §B11 (AFF). 

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that 
you include the following disclaimer in your publication: All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved 
by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects changes made through the Second Regular 
Session of the 127th Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2016. The text is subject to 
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Section 2. State Law Related to Paper Streets 

 

MRS Title 23 §3032. PROPOSED, UNACCEPTED WAYS DEEMED VACATED 

change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine 
Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text. The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests 
that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goal is not to restrict publishing activity, 
but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve the State's copyright 
rights. 

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine 
law to the public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney. 

| 2 Generated 10.13.2016 
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Section 2. State Law Related to Paper Streets 

 

Title 23 Section 3033 
Maine Revised Statutes Title 23: TRANSPORTATION 

Chapter 304: ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY FOR HIGHWAY PURPOSES 

§3033. RIGHTS OF ACTION CONCERNING WAYS DEEMED VACATED 
1. Notice by person claiming ownership. Any person claiming to own a proposed, unaccepted way or 

portion of a proposed, unaccepted way deemed vacated under section 3032 may record, in the registry of 
deeds where the subdivision plan, to which the notice set forth in this subsection pertains, is recorded, a 
conformed copy of the notice set forth in this subsection, with an alphabetical listing of the names of the 
current record owners of lots on the subdivision plan to which the notice pertains and their mortgagees of 
record. The person shall give notice of his claim to these current record owners and their mortgagees of 
record. Within 20 days of recording of the notice, the person shall give this notice by mailing, by the 
United States postal service, postage prepaid, to the current record owners and mortgagees, a copy of 
the notice set forth below: 

NOTICE 

By virtue of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 3032, the following proposed, unaccepted ways 
or portions of proposed, unaccepted ways were deemed by law to have been vacated by the municipal 
officers of (name of town or city) ________________ . The ways or portions of ways so vacated are 
shown on a plan (named) (dated) (and) recorded in the ______________ County Registry of Deeds, 
Book of Plans, Volume ________ , Page ______ , (Folio #) and are described as follows: 

(Herein list vacated ways or portions of ways) 

The undersigned claims to own the (way or ways) (portion of way or ways) described above. Any person 
claiming an interest in (this way or these ways) (a portion of this way or these ways) adverse to the claim 
of the undersigned, within one year from the date of recording of a copy of this notice in the registry of 
deeds, must file a written claim, under oath, in the same registry and, within 180 days thereafter, must 
commence an action in Superior Court in _______________ County in accordance with the Maine 
Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 3033. A copy of this notice was recorded in the registry of deeds on 
_____________ , 19___ . 

[ 1987, c. 385, §2 (NEW) .] 

2. Rights of action by persons receiving notice. All persons receiving a notice under subsection 1, 
who claim any private right of any kind in the way or portion of a way to which the notice pertains, are 
forever barred from maintaining any action at law or in equity to establish, recover, confirm or otherwise 
enforce any right claimed to or in the way or portion of a way by reason of the ownership by the person, or 
by a predecessor in title, of a lot or parcel of land shown on the recorded subdivision plan to which the 
notice pertains, unless, within one year from the date of recording of the notice, the person files in the 
registry of deed where the pertinent subdivision plan is recorded a statement, under oath, specifying the 
nature, basis and extent of the claimed interest in the way or portion of a way. The claim is forever barred 
unless, within 180 days of the recording of the statement, the claimant, or a person acting on his behalf, 
commences an action in equity under Title 14, chapter 723, to establish the rights asserted to or in the 
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Section 2. State Law Related to Paper Streets 

way or portion of a way. 

The limitation periods in this section are not tolled or interrupted by any disability, minority, lack of 
knowledge or absence from this State by the claimant. 

 

[ 1987, c. 385, §2 (NEW) .] 

3. Trial of an action. Upon trial of an action initiated under subsection 2, the court shall grant 
judgment for the claimant only if it finds that: 
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Section 2. State Law Related to Paper Streets 

 

Maine Revised Statutes Title 33: PROPERTY 

Chapter 7: CONVEYANCE OF REAL ESTATE 

§469-A. TITLE TO PROPOSED, UNACCEPTED WAYS 
1. Reservation of title. Any conveyance made before September 29, 1987 that conveyed land 

abutting upon a proposed, unaccepted way laid out on a subdivision plan recorded in the registry of 
deeds is deemed to have conveyed all of the grantor's interest in the portion of the way that abuts the 
land conveyed, unless the grantor expressly reserved the grantor's title to the way by a specific reference 
to this reservation in the conveyance of the land. 

[ 2011, c. 312, §1 (AMD) .] 

2. Intent to reserve. Any grantor who, before September 29, 1987, conveyed land abutting a 
proposed, unaccepted way laid out on a subdivision plan recorded in the registry of deeds with the intent 
to reserve title to the way, but who did not expressly reserve title to the way as required in subsection 1, 
or any person who claims title to the way by, through or under the grantor, may preserve the grantor's 
claim by recording the notice set forth in subsection 3, in the registry of deeds where the pertinent 
subdivision plan is recorded, within 2 years after September 29, 1987. 

[ 2011, c. 312, §1 (AMD) .] 

3. Notice. The notice required under subsection 2 shall contain: 

A. An intelligible description of the way or portion of a way in which title is being claimed; [1987, c. 385, §4 
(NEW).] 

B. The name and address of the person on whose behalf the title is being claimed; [1987, c. 385, §4 
(NEW).] 

C. A description, including specific reference, by date of recording and the volume and page numbers, to 
that conveyance, of the recorded instrument in which the person claims title to the way or portion of the 
way which was intended to be reserved; and [1987, c. 385, §4 (NEW).] 

D. A duly verified oath taken by the person claiming title before a person authorized to administer oaths. 
[1987, c. 385, §4 (NEW).] 

[ 1987, c. 385, §4 (NEW) .] 

4. Register's duties. The register of deeds shall enter upon the margin of the recorded conveyance, 
described in the notice under subsection 3, paragraph C, the volume and page numbers where the notice 
is recorded. 

The register of deeds may charge the same fee for recording the notice that is charged for recording 
deeds. 

[ 1987, c. 385, §4 (NEW) .] 

5. Who may present notice for recording. The notice required under subsection 2 may be presented 
for recording by the person claiming title or a person acting on his behalf. Disability or lack of knowledge 
by the person claiming title shall not extend the time limitations related to the recording of the notice. 

[ 1987, c. 385, §4 (NEW) .] 
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Section 3. 1997 Notice to Extend Deadline of Automatic Vacation of Paper Streets

 Bk 13347 Pg 77 Dated 9-26-1997

ANNOTATED COPY OF  LISTING OF STREETS

One of the tasks of the Planning Board Paper Street Project Subcommittee was to identify those ways 
listed in the 1997 Notice to Extend Deadline of Automatic Vacation of Paper Streets  document that are 
not paper streets by virtue of the fact that they are not shown on a Long Island land plan at the 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds. These non-paper street ways are assumed to be private right of 
ways or easements. No attempt was made to determine their current status. 

Here are the results of our research.

PAPER STREETS NAMED IN SUBDIVISIONS SHOWN ON LONG ISLAND ZONING/TAX 
MAP OF JULY 1, 1993

FERN PARK SUBDIVISION
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds Plan Book 6, p. 30, June I8, I888

Bay Street – paper street
Field Street – paper street
Gorham Avenue - a portion of this street is a public way while other portions are not.
Oak Street (Also appears separately on Long Island Zoning Map)  – paper street
Park Street – paper street
Rice Street – paper street. This street is a portion of Spring Street shown in the 1888 Fern 
Park land plan.
Rigo Street– this is shown as Fern Avenue on the 1888 subdivision plan
Ridge Street – paper street

NOTE: Fern Avenue, shown as Spring Street on the original subdivision plan, is not listed 
in this document. While the current Fern Avenue is a public way, it does not follow Spring 
Street from Beach Avenue to its end. That portion of Spring Street that is not part of Fern 
Avenue is a paper street.

OCEAN HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds Plan Book 6, p. 48, Dec. 20, I889

Bedford Street – paper street
Chelton Street – paper street
Chester Street – paper street
Dorset Street – paper street
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 Bk 13347 Pg 77 Dated 9-26-1997

ANNOTATED COPY OF  LISTING OF STREETS

Drayton Street – paper street
Harwich Street – paper street
Hillside Street – paper street
Lennox Avenue – paper street
Ocean Avenue (Shown also in Ocean View Subdivision) – paper street
Osgood Avenue – paper street
Somerset Street – paper street
Wildwood Street – paper street
Wragby Avenue – paper street

OCEAN VIEW SUBDIVISION
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds Plan Book 6, p. 44, August 22, I889

Crescent Avenue – paper street
Forest Avenue – paper street
Highland Avenue – paper street
Ocean Avenue (Shown also in Ocean Heights Subdivision) – paper street
Summit Avenue – paper street
Sunset Avenue – paper street
Woodlawn Avenue – paper street

PONCE ESTATE SUBDIVISION
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds Plan Book I2 p. 89, I9I3

Garfield Street (Formerly known as Garfield Avenue) – Although shown on the Ernesto Ponce 
land plan this street has been a public way since the early 1900’s and is therefore not a 
paper street.
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Section 3. 1997 Notice to Extend Deadline of Automatic Vacation of Paper Streets

 Bk 13347 Pg 77 Dated 9-26-1997

ANNOTATED COPY OF  LISTING OF STREETS

LISTING OF NAMES OF ALL FORMALLY UNNAMED PAPER STREETS AND RIGHTS OF 
WAY AS SHOWN ON THE TOWN OF LONG ISLAND ZONING/TAX MAP DATED JULY 1, 

1993

Doughty Lane (Formerly known as Doughty Street) – not a paper street since it is not shown 
on subdivision plan
Emery Street – paper street in R Peterson subdivision
Garfield Street (Portion south of French Street) – not a paper street since it is not shown on 
subdivision plan
Greenwood Street – paper street in TJ McDOnnell subdivision
Hale Street – paper street in TJ McDonnell subdivision
High Street – paper street in TJ McDonnell subdivision
Harrington Lane  – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Hutchins Avenue  – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Magnolia Avenue – paper street in TJ McDonnell subdivision
Messalonskee Road – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Morrow Avenue – paper street in R Peterson subdivision
Oak Street (Also appears in Fern Park Subdivision) – paper street in TJ McDonnell 
subdivision 
Parson Lane (Formerly known as Parsons Street) – not a paper street since it is not shown on 
subdivision plan
Vine Street – paper street in TJ McDonnell subdivision
Arline Row – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Becky Path – paper street in Goodwin & Ridlon Subdivision
Bob's Row– paper street in ME Horr Subdivision
Bonnie Path– not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan. NOTE: It is 
shown as Bonnie ROW on exhibit A.
Brayley Lane – paper street in ME Horr subdivision
Brenda Row – paper street in Fern Park Subdivision
Bruce Path – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Catherine Row – paper street in ME Horr subdivision
Charlotte Path – paper street in ME Littlejohn subdivision
Cleaves Landing Lane– paper street in ER Freeman subdivision
Davis Row – paper street in ME Horr subdivision
Delores Path – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Edmund Path– paper street in Goodwin & Ridlon subdivision
Ferguson Row – paper street in ME Horr subdivision
Frances Lane – paper street in ME Horr subdivision
George Row – paper street in ME Horr subdivision
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 Bk 13347 Pg 77 Dated 9-26-1997

ANNOTATED COPY OF  LISTING OF STREETS

Harriett Path – not a paper street, not in subdivision
Hensler Row – paper street in ME Horr subdivision
Herbert Row – paper street in ME Horr subdivision
Honey Row – not a paper street since it is not in subdivision 
Janet Row – not a paper street since it is not in subdivision
Judy Row – paper street in TJ McDOnnell subdivision
Kilgore Path– paper street in Goodwin & Ridlon subdivision
Kim Row – unable to find on Exhibit A
Leslie Path – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Lica Row – paper street in Jerry Point subdivision
Locke Row – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Martig Row – paper street in Cutter-Bowen subdivision
Megan Path – paper street in Goodwin & Ridlon subdivision
Mermaid Lane – paper street in Cutter-Bowen subdivision
Michael Path– paper street in Goodwin & Ridlon subdivision
Nathan Path – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Oakem Row – paper street in ME Horr subdivision
Paula Path – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Papkee Row – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Peter Row – paper street in Fern Park Subdivision
Red Sand Lane – paper street in ME Littlejohn Subdivision
Richmond Row – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Rolf Row  – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Scott Row – unable to find on Exhibit A
Soper Row  – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Steele Row – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Steven Path – paper street in Fern Park Subdivision
Stony Row – paper street in ME Horr and Ocean Height Subdivisions
Todd Path – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Virginia Path– paper street in Goodwin & Ridlon subdivision
Walter Row  – not a paper street since it is not shown on subdivision plan
Williams Lane – paper street in ME Horr subdivision
West End Lane – paper street in Cutter-Bowen subdivision

NOTE: Vernon Avenue, which is a paper street created by the Ronald Peterson land plan, 
is not listed above but is shown in Exhibit A below.
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Section​ ​4. Options for Preventing the Automatic Vacation of 

Paper Streets 
 
 
The automatic vacation of a paper street (or way) in almost all cases is bad for 
subdivision parcel owners and also bad for the town. Here are the reasons: 
 

1. After the automatic vacation of a paper street its status is difficult to determine. 
Automatic vacation does not result in a document being recorded at the registry 
of deeds. Years after the vacation a search of the registry of deeds to confirm its 
status can be time consuming and expensive. 

 
2. Vacation results in the extinction of subdivision parcel owners’ right to use the 

vacated way as a private right of way.  In some cases this can “land lock” 
parcels, i.e. prevent parcel owners from legally accessing their property. 

 
3. Subdivision paper streets in some cases provide the only access to resources of 

importance to the public such as beaches or ocean views. 
 

4. The town may have an interest in preserving utility rights in paper streets for 
future use. These rights are lost if a paper street is vacated. 

 
The options a town has for preventing the automatic vacation of a paper street are as 
follows: 
 

1. Exercise the tow’s incipient right to accept it as a public way. This is not a viable 
option for Long Island as it would mean the subdivision parcels owners would 
have to bring the way up to town road standards and the town would then have 
to accept responsibility for maintaining it. 

 
2. Formally vacate the way. This is a good option for ways or portions thereof that 

lie entirely in a subdivision parcel. 
 

3. Accept a pedestrian and utility easement in the way. As noted in MSRA Title 23 
Section 3032 this has the effect of converting the way to a private right of way for 
subdivision parcel owners and extinguishing the town’s incipient right to accept it 
as a public way. 
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Section 5. Sample Documents 

 
Section 5.1 Sample Filing Notice 
 
The following is a sample of a document and attachment (exhibit) that would be 
registered at the Cumberland County Registry of Deeds to accept pedestrian and utility 
easements in paper streets. 

SAMPLE 

NOTICE​ ​TO​ ​ACCEPT​ ​PUBLIC​ ​RIGHTS​ ​IN​ ​CERTAIN​ ​‘PAPER​ ​STREETS”​ ​OR 
PORTIONS​ ​THEREOF,​ ​AND​ ​TO​ ​EXCEPT​ ​SUCH​ ​PAPER​ ​STREETS​ ​OR​ ​PORTIONS 
THEREOF​ ​FROM​ ​THE​ ​OPERATION​ ​OF​ ​TIME​ ​LIMITS​ ​OF​ ​23​ ​MRSA​ ​SECTION​ ​3032 

and​ ​3031.  
TOWN​ ​OF​ ​LONG ISLAND,​ ​MAINE 

 
This Notice is made pursuant to 23 MRSA Section 3032: 
 
 

Be it Ordered ​ by the Long Island Board of Selectmen that pursuant to 23 MRSA 
Section 3032 1-A(B) that after due consideration of the facts, history and 
applicable laws, citizen comments and numerous public hearings and 
deliberations, the municipal officers hereby vote to accept for public use a 
recreational easement and/or utility easement in each of the proposed, unaccepted 
ways or portions thereof (commonly referred to as “paper streets and ways”) on the 
list attached hereto as Exhibit A and made part of this Order. 
 
For the purposes of this Acceptance and public dedication the term 
“Recreational Easement” shall mean: 

 
The right of the public to use the easement area for walking, hiking, 
running, skiing, bicycling, snowshoeing, and similar low impact 
passive recreational uses, and to construct trails, bridges, steps, and 
hand rails, and to install drainage ways, courses and crossings over 
and across such easement areas to support such low impact 
passive recreational uses. Use of cars, trucks, motorcycles, 
snowmobiles, ATV’s or other motorized vehicles and equipment 
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Section 5. Sample Documents 

shall not be included uses and activities permitted under the public 
recreational easement except for construction and maintenance 
vehicles for the construction repair and improvement of the 
recreational easement itself, for handicapped access purposes, and 
for emergency services such as fire, emergency medical and police 
services. 

 
For the purposes of this Acceptance and public dedication, the term 
“Utility Easement” shall mean: 
 

The placement, construction, maintenance, repair and inspection 
of utility services, including an easement to access the utility 
structures and improvements for construction, maintenance, 
operations, repair, replacement and inspection. For the purposes 
of this easement acceptance, the term “utility” shall include 
ditches, drains, pipes and conduits, poles, wires, cables, and 
ancillary structures and improvements. Also reserved is a 
right-of-way for temporary and 
emergency travel purposes as may be required from time to 
time to install, maintain and repair said utility services. 

 
 
It is the further understanding and intent of the municipal officers that in Accepting 
a public utility or recreational easement in a so-called “paper street” or portion 
thereof, said street or way or portion thereof shall be excepted from the operation 
of time limits under 23 MRSA Section 3032 and such streets and ways, or portions 
thereof, shall not be deemed vacated under Section 3032 or Section 3031. 
 
And Be it Further Ordered that the Town Clerk shall cause a notice of this Order                
along with Exhibit A, hereto, to be recorded in the Cumberland County Registry of              
Deeds on or after June 16, 2017 but not later than September 22, 2017. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Brenda Singo 
Town Clerk, Town of Long Island,ME 

Section 5. Page 2 of 5 



 
Paper Street Project Report 

Section 5. Sample Documents 

 
Cumberland County (ss)  
STATE OF MAINE  

 
 
 
 

Personally appeared before me the above-named Brenda Singo, being duly 
authorized Town Clerk of the Town of Long Island, Maine, and made oath 
that the foregoing is a true act and deed of the Long Island Board of 
Selectmen. 

 
 
 
 
_________________________
____Notary Public 
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Section 5. Sample Documents 

Section 5.2 Sample Filing Notice EXHIBIT 

SAMPLE 

EXHIBIT A​ ​-​ ORDER TO ACCEPT UTILITY AND RECREATIONAL PUBLIC 
EASEMENTS IN CERTAIN “PAPER STREETS” CREATED BY​ ​Ocean Height 
Land Co Subdivision Plan CCRD Plan Bk 6 Pg 48 Dated 12-20-1889 
 
Note: CCRD refers to Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 

NTED refers to the 1997 Notice to Extend Deadline of Automatic Vacation of Paper 
Streets - CCRD Plan Bk 13343 Pg 77 

 
 
Paper Street in Subdivision Referenced by this Document 
 

Paper Street Name Highland Street 

Former or other road name, if applicable N/A 

Portion Description That portion of Highland Street that connects 
Wragby Avenue to Highland Avenue in the 
Ocean View Land Co Subdivision Plan CCRD 
Plan Bk 6 Pg 44 Dated 8-22-1889 
 
Refer to subdivision plan included as last 
page of this document. 

Utility Easement Accepted (yes/no) Yes 

Recreational Easement Accepted (yes/no) Yes 

Additional comment or reference, if any. None 

 
<<Additional tables like the above to be added for each “Paper Street” in the subdivision 
as required.>> 
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Plan of Paper Streets Created by the Original Subdivision 
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Section 6. Long Island Subdivisions

Over the years a total of 12 land plan were registered at the Cumberland County 
Registry of deed that created paper streets on Long Island. In this section we present 
our findings and recommendations regarding the paper streets in each of these 
subdivisions. 

The subdivisions are identified as follows: 

Section 6.1 Land of Ernest R Freeman Cumberland County Registry of Deeds Plan 
Bk 139 Pg 6  Registered 8-26-1983 

Section 6.2 Emma M Horr Subdivision Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
Plan Bk 13 Pg 112 Registered 5-20-1921 

Section 6.3 Ocean Height Land Company Cumberland County Registry of Deeds  
Plan Bk 6 Pg 48 Registered 12-20-1889 

Section 6.4 Thomas J McDonnell Land Plan Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
Plan Bk 12 Pg 5 Registered 6-6-1911 

Section 6.5 Ocean View Land Company Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 6 Pg 44 Registered 5-22-1889 

Section 6.6 Plan of Land of Ronald Peterson Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
Plan Bk 143 Pg 5  Registered 6-18-1984 

Section 6.7 Fern Park Cumberland County Registry of Deeds Plan Bk 6 Pg 30 
Registered 6-18-1888 

Section 6.8 Louisa  Floyd Subdivision Cumberland County Registry of Deeds Plan 
Bk 12 Pg 67 Registered 1-30-1913 

Section 6.9 Goodwin and Ridlon Land Plan Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
Plan Bk 18 Pg 12 Registered 11-22-1927 

Section 6.10 Cutter-Bowen Land Plan Cumberland County Registry of Deeds  Plan 
Bk 14 Pg 66 Registered 10-17-1921 
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Section 6.11 M E Littlejohn Land Plan Cumberland County Registry of Deeds Plan Bk 
18 Pg 3 Registered 8-18-1927 

Section 6.12 Jerry Point of Long Island Cumberland County Registry of Deeds Plan 
Bk 6 Pg 45  Registered 5-9-1986 

Note that the second Northland subdivision created in 1996 did not create any paper 
streets.
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Section 6.1 Land of Ernest R Freeman 
 

Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
Plan Bk 139 Pg 6  Registered 8-26-1983 

 
 
A. Location of Subdivision on Island 
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Land of Ernest R Freeman 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 

 Plan Bk 139 Pg 16 Registered 8-26-1983 

 
B. Registered Subdivision Land Plan 
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Land of Ernest R Freeman 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 

 Plan Bk 139 Pg 16 Registered 8-26-1983 

C. Annotated Subdivision Plan 
 

 
 
 
D. Paper Streets Created by Plan, Current Status and 
Recommendations 

 
 
 1. Plan Name:​ Proposed Right of Way  

NTED name:​ Cleaves Landing Lane 
Status: ​Used by parcel owners to access their property and therefore a 
private right of way. 
Recommendation: ​Clarify the status of this way as private right of way by 
asserting the town’s  intention to accept pedestrian and utility rights in it. 
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Section 6.2 Emma M Horr Subdivision 
 

Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 13 Pg 112 Registered 5-20-1921 

 

 
 A. Location of Subdivision on Island 
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Section 6.2 Emma M Horr Subdivision 
 

Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 13 Pg 112 Registered 5-20-1921 

 

B. Registered Subdivision Land Plan 
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Section 6.2 Emma M Horr Subdivision 
 

Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 13 Pg 112 Registered 5-20-1921 

 

C. Annotated Subdivision Plan 
 

 

Section 6.2 Page 3 of 7 
 
Note: NTED refers to the 1997 Notice to Extend Deadline of Automatic Vacation of Paper Streets 

LIPM refers to the 2016-2017 Official Long Island Tax Parcel Map 



 
Paper Street Project Report 

Section 6.2 Emma M Horr Subdivision 
 

Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 13 Pg 112 Registered 5-20-1921 

 

D. Paper Streets Created by Plan, Current Status and 
Recommendations 

 
None of the paper streets created by this subdivision were named and are noted 
on the original subdivision plan as “Right of Way”. We have numbered them 1-14 
starting with the easternmost one on the ocean side of  Eastern Avenue 
counterclockwise to the easternmost one south of Eastern Avenue (see the 
Annotated Emma Horr land plan above). 
 
 
1. Plan Name:​ ROW #1  

NTED Name:​ Bob’s ROW 
Status:​ This way has been replaced by a 25 foot public right of way numbered 
2 running from Eastern Avenue to the ocean created by CCRD document Bk 
4635 Pgs 345-347. 
Recommendation:​ No action required.  

 
2. Plan Name:​ ROW #2  

NTED Name:​ Hensler Row 
Status:​ Currently used by subdivision parcel owners to access the ocean. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this 
way. 

 
3. Plan Name:​ ROW #3  

NTED Name:​ Ferguson Row 
Status:​ Currently used by subdivision parcels owners to access ocean and by 
the town for drainage purposes. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this 
way. 

 
4. Plan Name:​ ROW #4  

NTED Name:​ Davis Row 
Status:​ Currently used by subdivision parcel owners to access the ocean. 
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Section 6.2 Emma M Horr Subdivision 
 

Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 13 Pg 112 Registered 5-20-1921 

 

Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this 
way. 

 
5. Plan Name:​ ROW #5  

NTED Name:​ Frances Row 
Status:​ Currently used by subdivision parcel owners to access the ocean and 
by the owner of LPM lot 934 to access their property. This way is identified as 
Frances Ln on the town’s 911 map. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this 
way. 

 
6. Plan Name:​ ROW #6  

NTED Name:​ Williams Row 
Status:​Currently used by subdivision parcel owners to access the ocean and 
by the owners of LPM lots 929 and 930 to access their property. This way is 
identified as Williams Ln on the town’s 911 map. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this 
way. 

 
7. Plan Name:​ ROW #7  

NTED Name: ​Neither shown nor listed. 
Status:​ Unknown. The parcels that about this way extend from Eastern 
Avenue to the ocean. It is not required for subdivision parcel owner access.  
Recommendation: ​This way can be vacated if it has not already been 
vacated by the city prior to 1993. 
 

 
8. Plan Name:​ ROW #8  

NTED Name:​ George Row 
Status:​ This way is used by the owners of LIPM lots 922 and 925 to access 
their property from Eastern Avenue and is not a paper street. 
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Section 6.2 Emma M Horr Subdivision 
 

Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 13 Pg 112 Registered 5-20-1921 

 

Recommendation:​To clarify the status of this way and preserve it as a private 
way within the subdivision assert the town’s intention to accept it as pedestrian 
and utility easement. 

 
9. Plan Name:​ ROW #9  

NTED Name: ​Not listed on NETD. 
Status:​ This way, although it is not shown on the LIPM, may provide the only 
access to LIPM lot 919. 
Recommendation:​ Preserve it as a private way within the subdivision by 
asserting the town’s intention to accept it a pedestrian and utility easement in 
it. 

 
10. Plan Name:​ ROW #10  

NTED Name:​ Herbert Row 
Status:​ This way and ROW #11 provide access to LIPM lot 969. 
Recommendation:​  Preserve it as a private way within the subdivision by 
asserting the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in 
it. 

 
11. Plan Name:​ ROW #11  

NTED Name:​ Catherine Row 
Status:​This way and ROW #10 provide access to LIPM lot 969. 
Recommendation:​  Preserve it as a private way within the subdivision by 
asserting the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 
 

12. Plan Name:​ ROW #12  
NTED Name:​ Oakem Row 
Status:​ Unbuilt and unused. This way is not needed to provide access from 
Eastern Avenue to subdivision parcel owners. 
Recommendation:​  Preserve it as a private way within the subdivision by 
asserting the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 
This way could be vacated. 
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Section 6.2 Emma M Horr Subdivision 
 

Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 13 Pg 112 Registered 5-20-1921 

 

13. Plan Name:​ ROW #13  
NTED Name:​ Stoney Row 
Status:​ This is a portion of a 25 foot public right of way identified as public 
way #1 running from Eastern Avenue to the southwest boundary of the 
subdivision created by CCRD document Bk 4635 Pgs 345-347. 
Recommendation:​numbered 2 running from Eastern Avenue to the ocean 
created by CCRD document Bk 4635 Pgs 345-347. No action is required. 
 

 
14. Plan Name:​ ROW #14  

NTED Name:​ ​ ​It is shown on Exhibit A but not listed or named. 
Status:​ A portion of this proposed right of way is built and used to provide 
access to LIPM lot 945.   
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this 
way. 
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Section 6.3 Ocean Height Land Company 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 6 Pg 48 Registered 12-20-1889 

 

 A. Location of Subdivision on Island 
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Section 6.3 Ocean Height Land Company 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 6 Pg 48 Registered 12-20-1889 

 

B. Registered Subdivision Land Plan 
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Section 6.3 Ocean Height Land Company 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 6 Pg 48 Registered 12-20-1889 

 

C. Annotated Subdivision Plan
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Section 6.3 Ocean Height Land Company 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 6 Pg 48 Registered 12-20-1889 

 

 
 
D. Paper Streets Created by Plan, Current Status and 
Recommendations 
 

1. Plan Name:​ Lennox Avenue 
NTED Name:​ Lennox Avenue 
Status: ​Unbuilt and unused. The portion of Lennox Avenue starting 50 ft south 
of the southery side of Wildwood Street and extending to Ocean Avenue was 
vacated in 1980 (see CCRD Bk 4615 Pg 344).  
Recommendation: ​The non-vacated portion of Lennox Avenue should be 
converted to a private right of way within the subdivision by asserting the 
town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 
 

2. Plan Name:​ Osgood Avenue 
NTED Name:​ Osgood Avenue 
Status:​ Unused and unbuilt. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 

 
3. Plan Name:​ Wragby Avenue 

NTED Name:​ Wragby Avenue 
Status:​ A portion of this way is traversed by our 911 street Black Forest Lane 
the remainder is unused and unbuilt.. 
Recommendation:​To clarify its status as a private right of way assert the 
town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 

 
4. Plan Name:​ Woodlawn Street 

NTED Name:​ Not shown of listed. 
Status:​ Built and used. Our 911 street Black Forest Lane traverses this way. 
Recommendation:​ To clarify its status as a private right of way assert the 
town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 
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Section 6.3 Ocean Height Land Company 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 6 Pg 48 Registered 12-20-1889 

 

 
5. Plan Name:​ Harwich Street 

NTED Name:​ Harwich Street 
Status:​ Unused and unbuilt. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it.  
 

6. Plan Name:​ Hillside Street 
NTED Name:​ Hillside Street 
Status:​ Vacated by CCRD document Bk xx Pg yy. 
Recommendation:​ No action required. 

 
7. Plan Name:​ Chester Street 

NTED Name:​ Chester Street 
Status:​ Vacated by CCRD document Bk xx Pg yy. 
Recommendation:​ No action required. 
 

8. Plan Name: ​Highland Street 
NTED Name:​ Not shown or listed. 
Status:​ Unused and unbuilt. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it.  

 
9. Plan Name:​ Wildwood Street 

NTED Name:​ Wildwood Street 
Status:​ Unused and unbuilt. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it.  
 

10. Plan Name:​ Bedford Street 
NTED Name:​ Bedford Street 
Status:​ Vacated by CCRD document Bk xx Pg yy. 
Recommendation:​ No action required. 
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Section 6.3 Ocean Height Land Company 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 6 Pg 48 Registered 12-20-1889 

 

 
 

11. Plan Name:​ Dorset Street 
NTED Name:​ Dorset Street 
Status:​ Unused and unbuilt. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it.  
 

12. Plan Name:​ Drayton Street 
NTED Name:​ Drayton Street 
Status:​ Unused and unbuilt. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it.  
 

13. Plan Name:​ Chelton Street 
NTED Name:​ Chelton Street 
Status:​ Unused and unbuilt. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it.  
 

14. Plan Name:​ Somerset Street 
NTED Name: 
Status:​ Unused and unbuilt. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it.  

 
15. Plan Name:​ Unnamed street #1 

NTED Name:​ This way is a portion of Stoney Row. 
Status: ​This way has been vacated and replaced by a 25 ft public way by the 
following documents registered at the CCRD: Bk 4615 Pg 344, Bk 4615 Pg 
345 and Bk 4640 Pg 32. 
Recommendation:​ No action required. 
 

Section 6.3 Page 6 of 7 
 
Note: NTED refers to the 1997 Notice to Extend Deadline of Automatic Vacation of Paper Streets 

LIPM refers to the 2016-2017 Official Long Island Tax Parcel Map 
 



 
 

Paper Street Project Report 
Section 6.3 Ocean Height Land Company 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 6 Pg 48 Registered 12-20-1889 

 

16. Plan Name:​ Ocean Avenue 
NETD Name:​ Ocean Avenue 
Status:​ Portions of this way have been vacated by CCRD documents Bk 
14889 Pgs 1-4, Bk 23532 Pgs 62-64 and Bk 4615 Pg 344. These are the 
portions lying within LIPM lot 954 and the portion covered by the extension of 
unnamed street 1 to the Ocean. The remainder of this way is unused and 
unbuilt. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision and 
allow public access to the shoreline assert the town’s intention to accept a 
pedestrian and utility easement in the un-vacated portions of this way.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Section 6.3 Page 7 of 7 
 
Note: NTED refers to the 1997 Notice to Extend Deadline of Automatic Vacation of Paper Streets 

LIPM refers to the 2016-2017 Official Long Island Tax Parcel Map 
 



 
 

Paper Street Project Report 
Section 6.4 Thomas J McDonnell Land Plan 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 

Plan Bk 12 Pg 5 Registered 6-6-1911 
 

 A. Location of Subdivision on Island 
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Section 6.4 Thomas J McDonnell Land Plan 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 

Plan Bk 12 Pg 5 Registered 6-6-1911 
 

B. Registered Subdivision Land Plan 
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Section 6.4 Thomas J McDonnell Land Plan 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 

Plan Bk 12 Pg 5 Registered 6-6-1911 
 

C. Annotated Subdivision Plan 
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Section 6.4 Thomas J McDonnell Land Plan 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 

Plan Bk 12 Pg 5 Registered 6-6-1911 
 

D. Paper Streets Created by Plan, Current Status and 
Recommendations 

 
 
1. Plan Name: ​Greenwood Avenue 

NTED Name:​ Greenwood Street 
Status:​ The portion of this way starting at Island Avenue and extending 
approximately 100 feet in the north and westerly direction is built and used. It 
is a portion of the 991 street Greenwood Ln. The remainder of this way is 
unbuilt and unused. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this 
way. 

 
2. Plan Name:​ Magnolia Avenue 

NTED Name:​ Magnolia Avenue 
Status:​ The portion of this way from Island Avenue approximately 200 feet in 
a northerly direction is built and used. The remainder of this way is unbuilt and 
unused. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this 
way. 

 
3. Plan Name:​ Unnamed Way 

NTED Name:​ Judy Row 
Status:​ Unbuilt and unused.  
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this 
way. 

 
4. Plan Name: ​Oak St 

NTED Name: ​ Oak Street 
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Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 

Plan Bk 12 Pg 5 Registered 6-6-1911 
 

Status:​ Unbuilt and unused.  
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this 
way. 

 
5. Plan Name: ​Hale St 

NTED Name: ​Hale Street 
Status:​ Vacated by CCRD document Bk 25557 Pg 221. 
Recommendation:​ No action required. 
 
 

6. Plan Name:​ Vine St 
NTED Name:​ Vine Street 
Status:​ Unbuilt and unused. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this 
way.  

 
7. Plan Name:​ High St 

NTED Name:​ High Street 
Status:​ Vacated by CCRD document Bk 15476 Pg 350. 
Recommendation:​ No action required. 
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Section 6.5 Ocean View Land Company 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 6 Pg 44 Registered 5-22-1889 

 

 A. Location of Subdivision on Island 
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Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 6 Pg 44 Registered 5-22-1889 

 

B. Registered Subdivision Land Plan 
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Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 6 Pg 44 Registered 5-22-1889 

 

C. Annotated Subdivision Plan 
 

 
 
 
D. Paper Streets Created by Plan, Current Status and 
Recommendations 
 

 
1. Plan Name:​ Ocean Avenue 

NTED Name:​ Ocean Avenue 
Status:​ Unbuilt and unused. 
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Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 6 Pg 44 Registered 5-22-1889 

 

Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision and 
allow public access to the shoreline assert the town’s intention to accept a 
pedestrian and utility easement in it. 

 
2. Plan Name:​ Woodlawn Avenue 

NTED Name:​ Woodlawn Avenue 
Status:​ The portion of this way between Ocean Avenue and Crescent Avenue 
is built and used being a portion of the 911 street Atlantic Ln. The portion north 
of LIPM lots 821 and 849 is unbuilt and unused. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 

 
3. Plan Name: ​Highland Avenue 

NTED Name:​Highland Avenue 
Status:​ Unbuilt and unused. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this 
way. 

 
4. Plan Name: ​Summit Avenue 

NTED Name:​Summit Avenue 
Status:​ The portion of this way from Sunset Avenue to the northern 
boundaries of LIPM lots 872 and 896 has been improved and used by the 
owner of LIPM lot 897. The portion between the northern boundaries of LIPM 
lots 872 and 896 and the southern boundaries of LIPM lots 871 and 896 has 
been vacated by CCRD documents Bk 21503 Pg 97 and Bk 21571 Pg 321 
(correction to document Bk 21503 Pg 97). The portion of this way lying 
between LIPM lots 859 and 886 is built and traversed by 911 road Stepping 
Stone Ln. 
The remaining portion of this way are unbuilt and unused. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve this as a private way within the subdivision 
and allow public access to Ocean Avenue assert the town’s intention to accept 
a pedestrian and utility easement in its non-vacated portions. 
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Section 6.5 Ocean View Land Company 

 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
 Plan Bk 6 Pg 44 Registered 5-22-1889 

 

 
5. Plan Name: ​Sunset Avenue 

NTED Name:​ Sunset Avenue 
Status:​ The portion of this way from Island Avenue to the southern boundaries 
of LIPM lots 836 and 873 has been improved and used by subdivision parcel 
owners to access their property. The remainder of this way is unbuilt and 
unused. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision 
assert the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 

 
6. Plan Name:​ Crescent Avenue 

NTED Name:​ Crescent Avenue 
Status: ​The portion of this way between Woodlawn Avenue and approximately 
190 feet south of the southern boundary of LIPM lot 817 is traversed by the 
911 street Atlantic Ln. The remainder of this way is unbuilt and unused. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision and 
allow public access to Ocean Avenue assert the town’s intention to accept a 
pedestrian and utility easement in it. 
 

 
7. Plan Name:​ Forest Avenue 

NTED Name:​ Forest Avenue 
Status:​ Unbuilt and unused. 
Recommendation: ​To preserve it as a private way within the subdivision and 
allow public access to Ocean Avenue assert the town’s intention to accept a 
pedestrian and utility easement in it. 
 

 
8. Plan Name:​ Unnamed. 

NTED Name:​ Incorrectly shown as Ocean Avenue on Exhibit A. 
Status:​ Vacated by CCRD document Bk 2839 Pg 41. 
Recommendation:​ No action required. 
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Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
Plan Bk 143 Pg 5  Registered 6-18-1984 

 

 A. Location of Subdivision on Island 
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Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
Plan Bk 143 Pg 5  Registered 6-18-1984 

 

B. Registered Subdivision Land Plan 
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C. Annotated Subdivision Plan 
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D. Paper Streets Created by Plan, Current Status and 
Recommendations 

 
1. Plan Name:​ Vernon Avenue 

NTED Name:​ Vernon Avenue. Shown on plan but not listed in text. 
Status:​ Built and used by subdivision parcel owners for many years. This way 
may have been in existence when the land plan was registered. 
Recommendation:​ To clarify the status of this way assert the town’s intention 
to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 
 
 

2. Plan Name:​ Morrow Avenue 
NTED Name:​ Morrow Avenue  
Status:​ Used by subdivision parcels owners to access their property. 
Recommendation:​ To clarify the status of this way assert the town’s intention 
to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 
 

3. Plan Name:​ Emery Avenue 
NTED Name:​ Emery Avenue 
Status:​ Used by subdivision parcels owners to access their property. 
Recommendation:​ To clarify the status of this way assert the town’s intention 
to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 
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 A. Location of Subdivision on Island 
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B. Registered Subdivision Land Plan 
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C. Annotated Subdivision Plan 
 

 
 
 
NOTE: ​This annotated paper street plan shows a street extending from Bay Street to 
Spring Street (now Fern Ave) which was is not depicted on the original Fern Park 
subdivision plan. Old city and town parcel maps show this as Garfield Street Extension. 
Its current status is unknown but it is not a paper street.  Note that the unnamed way #5 
is shown on the original plan and was obviously intended to provide a connection to the 
proposed Garfield Street extension. 
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D. Paper Streets Created by Plan, Current Status and 
Recommendations 

 
1. Plan Name:​ Unnamed #1 

NTED Name:​ Not listed. 
Status: ​Unused and unbuilt. This way lies within LIPM lot 268. It is not needed 
to provide access to either LIPM lots 268 or 287. 
Recommendation:​ This way can be vacated. 
 
 

2. Plan Name:​ Unnamed #2 
NTED Name: ​Not listed. 
Status:​ This is currently a portion of Fowler Rd which is a public way. 
Recommendation: ​No action required. 
 
 

3. Plan Name:​ Unnamed #3 
NTED Name: ​Brenda Path/Row 
Status: ​Unused and unbuilt. This paper street is not needed by any 
subdivision parcel owner to access their property. 
Recommendation: ​This way can be vacated. 
 
 

4. Plan Name: ​Unnamed #4 
NTED Name:​ Steven Path 
Status: ​Unused and unbuilt. This paper street is not needed by any 
subdivision parcel owner to access their property. 
Recommendation:​This way can be vacated. 
 
 

5. Plan Name:​ Unnamed #5 
NTED Name:​ Not listed. 
Status: ​Unused and unbuilt. This paper street is not needed by any 
subdivision parcel owner to access their property. 
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Recommendation: ​This way can be vacated. 
 
 

6. Plan Name:​ Bay Street 
NTED Name: ​Bay Street 
Status: ​Unused and unbuilt but is required for some subdivision parcel owners 
to access their property. The portion of this way between the northeast 
boundary of LIPM lot 337 and the southeast boundary of LIPM lot 528 lie 
wholly within lot 349. The portion of this way lying in LIPM lot 349 was taken 
by the U.S. government in 1942 and is no longer a paper street. 
Recommendation: ​Convert the portion of this way between Beach Avenue 
and the northeast boundary of LIPM lot 337 to a private right of way by 
asserting the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 
Consider vacating the portion of this way lying in LIPM lot 349. 
 
 

7. Plan Name:​ Oak Street 
NTED Name: ​Oak Street 
Status: ​Unused and unbuilt but is required for some subdivision parcel owners 
to access their property. The portion of this paper street northeast of LIPM lots 
337 and 338 lie wholly within LIPM lot 349. 
Recommendation: ​Convert the portion of this paper street between Beach 
Avenue and LIPM lot 349 to a private right of way by asserting the town’s 
intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. Consider vacating 
the remaining portion of this paper street. 
 
 

8. Plan Name: ​Park Street 
NTED Name: ​Park Street 
Status: ​Unused and unbuilt but is required for some subdivision parcel owners 
to access their property. The portion of this paper street northeast of LIPM lots 
338 and 348 lie wholly within LIPM lot 349. 
Recommendation: ​Convert the portion of this paper street between Beach 
Avenue and LIPM lot 349 to a private right of way by asserting the town’s 
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intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. Consider vacating 
the remaining portion of this paper street. 
 

9. Plan Name:​ Spring Street (a portion is now known as Fern Avenue) 
NTED Name: ​Fern Avenue & Rice Street 
Status: ​The portion of Spring Street between Beach Avenue and the northeast 
boundary LIPM lot 354 is part of the existing Fern Avenue and is a public way. 
The remaining portion of Spring Street, listed as Rice Street in NTED is a 
paper street. This portion (the Rice Street portion) has been built and used in 
years past. 
Recommendation: ​The paper street portion of this way (NETD Rice Street) 
can be vacated as it lies wholly within LIPM lot 349. 
 
 

10. Plan Name:​ Ridge Street 
NTED Name:​ Ridge Street 
Status: ​The portion of this street bounded on the southeast by LIPM lot 365 is 
in the old city gravel pit. The other two portions, to the northeast and 
southwest a needed by subdivision parcel owners to access their property. 
Recommendation: ​Vacate the portion of this street in the old city gravel pit 
and convert the other two portions to private rights of way by asserting the 
town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in them. 
 
 

11. Plan Name: ​Field Street 
NTED Name:​ Field Street 
Status: ​The portion of this way northeast of Gorham Avenue is built and used 
by subdivision parcel owners to access their property. The portion southwest 
of Gorham Avenue is unbuilt and unused and not required by subdivision 
parcel owners to access their property.  
Recommendation: ​Convert the portion of this paper street northeast of 
Gorham Avenue to a private right of way by asserting the town’s intention to 
accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. Consider vacating the portion 
southwest of Gorham Avenue. 
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12. Plan Name:​ Ocean Street 
NTED Name: ​Ocean Street 
Status: ​This way has been maintained by the city and town for many years 
and by virtue of that fact has become a public way.  
Recommendation: ​ No action required. 
 
 

13. Plan Name:​ Beach Avenue 
NTED Name:​ Not listed. 
Status: ​This way has been maintained by the city and town for many years 
and by virtue of that fact has become a public way. The portion of Beach 
Avenue lying in Fern Park may have existed as a public way before Fern Park 
was created in 1888. 
Recommendation: ​No action required. 
 
 

14. Plan Name: ​Gorham Avenue 
NTED Name: ​Gorham Avenue 
Status: ​The portion of Gorham Avenue between the Spring Street and Ocean 
Street has been maintained by the city and town for many years and by virtue 
of this fact is a public way. The portions of this way northwest of Spring Street 
and southeast of Ocean Street are paper streets. These portions of this way 
are required by subdivision parcel owners to access this property. 
Recommendation: ​Convert the paper street portions of this way to private 
rights of way by asserting the town’s intention to accept a pedestrian and utility 
easement in them.  
 
 

 
 
15. Plan Name: ​Fern Avenue (​NOTE:​ This is not the existing Fern Avenue.) 

NTED Name: ​Rigo Avenue 
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Status: ​Unused and unbuilt. Not that the portion of this street between Oak 
Street and the subdivision boundary was taken by the U.S. Government and is 
not longer a paper street. 
Recommendation: ​Convert it to a private right of way by asserting the town’s 
intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 
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 A. Location of Subdivision on Island 
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B. Registered Subdivision Land Plan 
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C. Annotated Subdivision Plan 
 

 
 
 
D. Paper Streets Created by Plan, Current Status and 
Recommendations 

 
1. Plan Name: ​Unnamed 

NTED Name:​ Floyd Street 
Status: ​A portion of this street  has been maintained by the city and town for 
many years and by this fact this portion is assumed to be a public way. The 
eastern end of the street is unbuilt and unused. 
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Recommendation:​ To insure subdivision parcel owners access to parcels at 
the eastern end of this street the town should assert its intention accept a 
pedestrian and utility easement in this way. 
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B. Registered Subdivision Land Plan 
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C. Annotated Subdivision Plan 
 

 
 
 
D. Paper Streets Created by Plan, Current Status and 
Recommendations 

 
 
1. Plan Name:​ Unnamed #1 

NTED Name: ​Becky Path 
Status: ​Vacated CCRD Bk 33129 Pg 211 
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Recommendation: ​No action required. 
 
 

2. Plan Name:​ Unnamed #2 
NTED Name: ​Megan Path 
Status: ​Vacated CCRD Bk 33129 Pg 211 
Recommendation: ​No action required. 
 

3. Plan Name: ​Unnamed #3 
NTED Name:​ Edmund Path 
Status: ​Apparently unused and unbuilt. 
Recommendation: ​ ​This paper street provides the only access to lots 227, 
228, 229, 230, 231 and 235 in this subdivision.​ ​To clarify its status as a private 
right of way in the subdivision the town should assert its intention to accept a 
pedestrian and utility easement in it. 
 

4. Plan Name:​ Unnamed #4 
NTED Name:​ Kilgore Path 
Status: ​Apparently unused and unbuilt. 
Recommendation: ​This way could be vacated since Edmund Path provides 
access to LIPM lots 229 and 235. 
 

5. Plan Name:​ Unnamed #5 
NTED Name:​ Virginia Path 
Status: ​Apparently unused and unbuilt. 
Recommendation: ​The portion of this way that lies along LIPM lot 229 and 
extends into LIPM lot 235 could be vacated, in fact the entirety of this way 
could be vacated since the unnamed ways #6 (Michael Path) and #4 (Edmund 
Path) provide access to all lots bordering this way.  
 

6. Plan Name:​ Unnamed #6 
NTED Name:​ Michael Path 
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Status: ​Apparently unused and unbuilt. 
Recommendation: ​This way provides access to LIPM lot 234.To clarify its 
status as a private right of way in the subdivision the town should assert its 
intention to accept a pedestrian and utility easement in it. 
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B. Registered Subdivision Land Plan 
 

 
 

 
 
  

Section 6.10 Page 2 of 5 
 
Note: NTED refers to the 1997 Notice to Extend Deadline of Automatic Vacation of Paper Streets 

LIPM refers to the 2016-2017 Official Long Island Tax Parcel Map 
 



 
Paper Street Project Report 

Section 6.10 Cutter-Bowen Land Plan 
 

Cumberland County Registry of Deeds 
Plan Bk 14 Pg 66 Registered 10-17-1921 

 

C. Annotated Subdivision Plan 
 

 
 
NOTE: ​Our parcel map shows what appears to be a street between Mermaid Lane and 
unnamed way #5 in the subdivision. This street is not shown on the subdivision original 
plan. 
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D. Paper Streets Created by Plan, Current Status and 
Recommendations 
 

 
1. Plan Name:​ Unnamed #1 

NTED Name:​ Martig Row 
Status: ​This paper street has been used for many years by subdivision parcel 
owners to access their property and is no longer a paper street but rather a 
private right of way. 
Recommendation:​ It would be prudent for the town to assert its intention to 
accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this way and to clarify its status as 
a private right of way. 

 
2. Plan Name:​ Unnamed #2 

NTED Name:​ West End Lane 
Status: ​This paper street has been used for many years by subdivision parcel 
owners to access their property and is no longer a paper street but rather a 
private right of way. It is listed on our 911 map as West End Ln. 
Recommendation:​ It would be prudent for the town to assert its intention to 
accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this way which would clarify its 
status as a private right of way. 

 
3. Plan Name: ​Unnamed #3 

NTED Name: ​Not listed 
Status: ​This paper street has been used for many years by subdivision parcel 
owners to access their property and is no longer a paper street but rather a 
private right of way. 
Recommendation: ​It would be prudent for the town to assert its intention to 
accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this way which would clarify its 
status as a private right of way. 

 
4. Plan Name: ​Unnamed #4 

NTED Name:​ Mermaid Lane 
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Status: ​This paper street has been used for many years by subdivision parcel 
owners to access their property and the ocean. It is no longer a paper street 
but rather a private right of way. 
Recommendation:​ It would be prudent for the town to assert its intention to 
accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this way which would clarify its 
status as a private right of way and allow public access to the ocean. 

 
5. Plan Name: ​Unnamed #5 

NTED Name:​ West End Lane? 
Status: ​This paper street has been used for many years by subdivision parcel 
owners to access their property and the ocean. It is no longer a paper street 
but rather a private right of way. 
Recommendation:​ It would be prudent for the town to assert its intention to 
accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this way. This would clarify its 
status as a private right of way and allow public access to the ocean. 
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 A. Location of Subdivision on Island 
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B. Registered Subdivision Land Plan 
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C. Annotated Subdivision Plan 
 

 

 
 
 
D. Paper Streets Created by Plan, Current Status and 
Recommendations 

 
 
1. Plan Name: ​Right of Way 

NTED Name:​ The portion of this way between Island Ave and LIPM lot 120 is 
part of Red Sand Ln on our 911 map and is listed in the NTED document. The 
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portion of this way between between lots LIPM 115, 116 and 120 is part of 
Charlotte Path which listed in the NTED document. 
Status: ​This way has been used for many years by the owners of parcels in 
this subdivision to access the water. The portion lying between Island Avenue 
and LIPM lot 120 has been improved to allow vehicle access. This is a private 
way. 
Recommendation: ​ It would be prudent for the town to assert its intention to 
accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this way which would clarify its 
status as a private right of way and allow public access to the ocean. 
 

2. Plan Name:​ Unnamed Way 
NTED Name:​ This way is part of Red Sand Ln on our 911 maps and is listed 
in the NTED document. 
Status:​ This way has been used for many years by the owners of parcels in 
this subdivision to access their property. This is a private right of way. 
Recommendation:​  It would be prudent for the town to assert its intention to 
accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this way which would clarify its 
status as a private right of way and allow public access to the ocean. 
 

3. Plan Name:​ Land in Common 
NTED Name:​ Charlotte Path 
Status:​ This way has been used for many years by the owners of parcels in 
this subdivision to access their property and the ocean. This is an unimproved 
private right of way. 
Recommendation:​  It would be prudent for the town to assert its intention to 
accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this way which would clarify its 
status as a private right of way and allow public access to the ocean. 
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B. Registered Subdivision Land Plan 
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C. Annotated Subdivision Plan 
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D. Paper Streets Created by Plan, Current Status and 
Recommendations 

 
This subdivision is also referred to as Northland I and was approved by the City 
of Portland before we became a town. Two of the three roads shown on the 
subdivision plan were built and accepted as public ways by Portland. 
 
 
1. Plan Name: ​Jerry Point Lane 

NTED Name: ​Not Listed 
Status: ​This was accepted by the City of Portland as a public way when the 
subdivision was created. It is now named Jerry Point Rd on our 911 map. 
Recommendation: ​No action required. 
 

2. Plan Name: ​Wreck Cove Rd 
NTED Name: ​Not Listed 
Status: ​This was accepted by the City of Portland as a public way when the 
subdivision was created. It is now named Shipwreck Rd on our 911 map. 
Recommendation: ​No action required. 
 

3. Plan Name: ​Unnamed on registered land plan. 
NTED Name: ​LICA Row 
Status: ​This way has been used by the public for many years, preceding the 
creation of the subdivision, for access to Fowler’s Beach. 
Recommendation: ​It would be prudent for the town to assert its intention to 
accept a pedestrian and utility easement in this way to insure the right of the 
public to use this way to access Fowler’s Beach. 
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This section contains copies of all known vacation orders related to Long Island Paper 
streets that have been recorded at the Cumberland County Registry of Deeds. It also 
contains copies of related easements and a land plan related to the Emma M Horr and 
Ocean Height Land Company subdivisions. 
 

Document Book and Page Page in this Section 
 

1. Vacation Document Bk 4615 Pg 344 7-3 
2. Right of Way Deed Bk 4640 Pg 328 7-7 
3. Vacation Document Bk 9131 Pg 328 7-10 
4. Easement Deed Bk 9128 Pg 91 7-13 
5. Vacation Document Bk 14889 Pg 1 7-14 
6. Vacation Document Bk 15476 Pg 350 7-18 
7. Vacation Document Bk 20839 Pg 41 7-19 
8. Vacation Document Bk 21503 Pg 97 7-20 
9. Vacation Document (correction to Bk 14889 Pg 1) 

Bk 21571 Pg 32 7-21 
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