Town of Long Island

Year-Round Housing Application and Selection Committee

Minutes, May 21, 2008

Meeting called to order, 6:35 p.m.

Present (*=voting member):  Newell Stewart* (Co-Chair); Mark Greene (Housing Administrator); Robin Clarke*; Sandie Scheurman*; Judy Paolini*; Meredith Sweet*; Alden Robinson.

5-7-08 Minutes:  Sandie Scheurman moved to accept the minutes from the May 7th meeting; Robin Clarke seconded; motion to accept the May 7th minutes carried unanimously.

YRHC update:  Mark Greene said that after its success at town meeting, the YRHC was working with Lloyd Jones to re-configure the parcels on Fowler road.  He also said the 501(c)3 was being reviewed by the YRHC’s lawyer.  

Application:  The committee discussed the proof-of-financing statement.  Mark Greene suggested requiring the statement within thirty days but allowing extensions.  

Sandie Scheurman moved to officially accept “If selected, applicant must provide proof of financing within thirty days” as a requirement in the application; Judy Paolini seconded; motion to include proof-of-financing requirement carried unanimously.

Judy Paolini moved to accept the requirement that the applicant “be a year round resident of Long Island, excepting temporary loss of housing of up to 120 days; and, excepting military service and / or college, up to a maximum of four years”; Sandie Scheurman seconded; motion to accept residency requirement carried unanimously.  

Judy Paolini moved to accept the requirement that the applicant “provide a signed original of a pre-lease agreement from the YRHC to confirm applicant’s intent is in alignment with YRHC criteria”; Sandie Scheurman seconded; motion to require pre-lease agreement carried unanimously.  

Meredith Sweet moved to accept the requirement that applicants “not be a property owner”; Judy Paolini seconded; motion to require applicants not to own property carried unanimously.  

Sandie Scheurman moved to reword question one on the application to read “immediacy of need for this program”; Judy Paolini seconded; motion to amend question one carried unanimously.  

Meredith Sweet then moved to accept question one as amended; Sandie Scheurman seconded; motion to accept question one carried unanimously.  

Judy Paolini moved to accept the format of application question two; Sandie Scheurman seconded; motion to accept the format of question two carried unanimously.  

Judy Paolini moved to add “household member with longest residency should check applicable years” to the wording of the question; Meredith Sweet seconded; amendment to question two carried unanimously.  

Judy Paolini then moved to accept question two as formatted and amended; Meredith Sweet seconded; motion to accept question two carried unanimously.  

Meredith Sweet moved to accept the points-system for question two.  Judy Paolini seconded; motion to accept points-system for question two carried unanimously.  

Judy Paolini moved to accept question three, total number of people in the household, and the associated points-system.  Newell Stewart seconded; motion to accept question three carried unanimously.  

The committee discussed whether the community involvement form should be limited to household members over a certain age, eventually agreeing that it should not.  The committee also discussed whether to cap the number of points possible for the community involvement section.  Judy Paolini moved to limit the community involvement section; Robin Clarke seconded; motion to limit the community involvement section points carried unanimously.  

Sandie Scheurman moved to add the wording “each household member shall submit membership verification forms”; Judy Paolini seconded.  The committee chose to delay this vote until the next meeting when more members would be present.

The committee discussed addressing the following topics in future meetings; revisiting a requirement to reside on the island for two years prior to application, creating some sort of provision that would allow denial of applications from candidates clearly unsuited to the program, especially when they are the only applicants at that time, and, the issue of weighing family ties to the island in the selection process.  

Meeting adjourned 8:03 p.m.; next meetings scheduled for June 4th and July 9th.  

