Town of Long Island
Year-Round Housing Application and Selection Committee
Minutes, April 16th 2008

Meeting called to order, 6:40 p.m.

Present (*=voting member): John Billings* (Co-Chair); Newell Stewart* (Co-Chair); Mark Greene (Housing Administrator); Sandie Scheurman*; Lorinda Valls*; Leah Doughty.

Minutes:  Sandie Scheurman read the minutes.  She also read an email request by Meredith Sweet to add "when all those who originally voted are present" to the transcription of her motion at the previous meeting.  The committee agreed to defer all decisions on the minutes until next meeting when a quorum is anticipated.

YRHC update:  Mark Greene said the trustees of the Year-Round Housing Corporation had yet to meet to vote on the new by-laws; however, he anticipated they would do so soon. 

Mark also said that the legislature had approved a statewide green building code, which, if the Governor signed it into law, would have an effect on YRHC construction.

Sandie Scheurman said she would be attending the Midcoast Green Expo in Damariscotta over the weekend and would bring back any useful information. 

YRHASC By-Laws Amendment:  The committee discussed Judy Paolini's proposed amendment to the committee's by-laws, which would require committee members to own property in the town and not be immediate family members of applicants to the program.  John Billings said the committee should focus on creating the application rather than its own structure.  He said that the points system would avoid conflicts-of-interest.  Newell Stewart and Leah Doughty expressed concerns that the proposed amendment would disqualify too many islanders from serving on the committee.  Mark Greene said he understood the intent of the amendment to prevent the Year-Round Housing Committee from appearing to "take care of its own"; however, he disagreed that the amendment was necessary.  He said that conflicts-of-interest would be evident when they arose and the committee would be able to ensure that only disinterested members voted. 

Application update:  Sandie Scheurman expressed concern that determining the "affordability" criteria would further delay the application.  Mark Greene said that some housing programs just require applicants to provide assurances that they can afford to undertake the program and scrutinize them further if they feel it necessary.  Sandie Scheurman said that some mechanism should exist to prevent people with too much money from taking advantage of the program. 

Next meeting:  May 7th, 6:30 p.m., Learning Center Conference Room.

Meeting adjourned, 7:52 p.m. 


