DRAFT ONLY FOR MAILING TO VOTERS??

Voter Information for Articles ____ and  ____
Land Swap and Year Round Housing Parcels

YEAR ROUND HOUSING REPORT


As noted in the Town Report on pages ___ recently mailed out, this is only our second year of the Year Round Housing Initiative, but with your support, much has been accomplished in a short time to move towards the goal of having decent affordable housing options for our citizens and for the future viability of the community.  
 


While no one thought the seemingly simple concept of homestead private homes on Town-leased land would be easy to accomplish, we are getting closer to the elusive first groundbreaking.  We have two articles on the warrant on page ____, Article ___ and ___ to help us continue forward.  


Article  _____,  asks you to authorize the Selectmen to swap one of the parcels granted us to work with at last years Town Meeting.  Supportive and willing abutters (Gilbert and Cheryl Gordon) have agreed to this swap to assist us in meeting minimum frontage requirements without seeking variances and to allow better re-configuration of the two lots involved making construction setbacks far less rigid.  Town Lot #  256 on Fowler Road would be evenly exchanged with a privately owned parcel Lot # 254 at the corner of Fowler and Cushing Street.  The two lots will then be reconfigured to make proper frontage and maximize the building envelopes. A map of the possible final configuration of the lots is enclosed.    This conceptual plan has been reviewed by the Code Enforcement Officer for compliance with Town Ordinances.  There will be no cost to the Town, as all legal and engineering fees will continue to be bourn by the Year Round Housing Corporation grant account.  In addition, the Genesis Foundation has pledged us needed assistance to research build ability of any lots we have.  

The second article involves additional parcels. Last year, you the voters authorized us the go ahead to work with four parcels of Town-owned land as a pilot project.  The land itself has turned out to be very challenging.  All four parcels are minimally sized and each has its own set of challenges.  The short version is that only two of the four parcels are potentially buildable at this time (Lots # 255 &  256 discussed above).  The long lead times and resources needed to see if these parcels are even buildable and economically useful to the program cause us to seek additional parcels to begin working on for future homestead use.   If it turns out that parcels, after research and analysis, are not practical or economical for year round housing needs, they will be turned back to the Town for other potential uses or sale.    

We are seeking your approval to enter additional Parcels #  ____ ? ____ into the program to see if they might be practical for future housing needs as they arise.

 As noted in the Town Report, besides the land issues, we have worked steadily to implement many of the proposals for administering the program that were shared with you as we worked to gain voter approval to move forward.  We have formed the Year Round Housing Corporation (YRHCorp) to manage and oversee the affairs of any future housing initiatives.  We are currently seeking 501c3 IRS status to enable acceptance of donations, whether monetary, private land and/or buildings or other types of contributions.  We have also created the Year Round Housing Application and Selection Committee (YRHASC) which is currently refining the process by which candidates for housing opportunities (leased lands at this time) are qualified and prioritized on a waiting list for available properties.  
 
The Year Round Housing Committee (YRHC) also continues to meet regularly    This committee’s agenda includes items such as lease conditions, buy-back conditions, building conditions, and building standards such as handicap and green standards to name a few.    


Much present effort is also going into reorganizing the YRHCorp to form a permanent, more efficient organization encompassing all the housing groups that will be self sustaining for future housing initiatives and other kinds of housing opportunities that the community may find desirable or necessary.


All meeting minutes and much other information is available on the Town website at:  townoflongisland.us. Additionally, the committees will add your name to a listserve if you so desire.


We strongly believe that the success of this program remains in everyone’s best interest. The short version of why we think this is important is:  Some of the major reasons many say they like Long Island (from the Comprehensive Plan Survey) have to do with the nature and services afforded by the community and the health and vigor of the institutions such as school, library, town government, fire department, public works services, historical society, churches, post office, stores to name a few.  While folks of all ages make this happen, younger backs are needed to carry the future load.

If the “younger backs that make so much good possible in our community today” do not have affordable (and available) housing options when and if needed, the healthy community we take for granted today will not endure.  We ask for your continued support of this critical program and our primary goal of working to make decent, affordable housing available for residents of our year round community. 

Mark Greene,  Housing Administrator

Have all members of YRHC sign!!

I will need help getting these folded, stuffed in envelopes, etc.  

Need to figure best time to mail.   Week before??
