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HOMESTART  


Affordable Housing
RENTAL Application of Interest






December 2009
Dear Rental Applicant,
The information below is an update on HOMESTART’s work and application process for HOMESTART affordable rental housing opportunities.  You are encouraged to pursue the options outlined below and you are welcome to contact me directly with questions.  I am happy to assist you, or any applicant, in completing the application.  

HOMESTART has created a selection committee that is independent of the Board.  The application and selection process will be confidential.  The application asks for much personal data that will be required of you if you apply for a mortgage or other housing program.  The information will be reviewed by the selection committee and will remain confidential.  The names and requirements of qualified, selected applicants will be shared with HOMESTART; the personal information will not be shared.  Details about the selection committee are enclosed. 
At this time, HOMESTART does not have any rental opportunities available.  The group continues to seek community members who are willing to rent to fellow islanders at an affordable rate.  If you are interested in an affordable rental, please complete the attached application of interest.  Applications will be kept on file with the Selection Committee and reviewed if, and when, affordable rental units become available.  At that time, applicants will be asked to complete a more detailed application.
If you are a renter, you may be eligible for a Maine State Rent Refund or some of the programs offered through MaineHousing.  You may also be interested in the various educational and savings programs offered through the United Way and Women, Work and Community (which serves women and men).  If you are considering a future home purchase, the hoMEworks homebuyer educational course is a valuable educational tool.  Contact information for these programs is enclosed.

If, and when, and when a rental opportunity becomes available, you will be contacted by the committee and encouraged to complete the full application.  Regular progress updates will be posted on the website and sent to the Island Times and Star for publication.  Please feel free to contact a member of the selection committee, any member of the board, or me should you have questions. 
Sincerely,

Mary K. Terry

Island Institute

Casco Bay Affordable Housing Fellow
(207-221-2507, marykterry@gmail.com)
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