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Minutes of Feb. 24 YRHCorp Special Meeting
Senior Housing Survey Results

Wed., Feb. 24 – 7PM

Learning Center

1. Meeting  called to order at 7:05PM by Greene
2. Proof of Notice of Meeting – emailed to all members and others on Listserve; e-mailed via LICA list; posted at Store, wharf, Town Hall.
3. Determination of a quorum:  Quorum present:  Mark Greene; Leah Doughty; Ruth Peterson; John Billings; Newell Stuart; Lorrinda Valls.    
4. Acceptance of Minutes of previous YRHCorp. Meeting of Sept. 29, 2009 (Copy of minutes attached – will suspend reading of same, except for corrections if needed, unless anyone present wishes them read aloud).  Motion made by Valls; seconded by Stuart to accept minutes as previously distributed.     Vote:  YES - Unanimous
5. Reports of Officers:

a. Treasurer - absent
b. Secretary - none
c. President and/or Vice-President - none
6. Reports of Committees:

a. YRHC - none
b. YRHASC - none
c. Housing  Administrator – Position ended and funding ended in October 2009
d. Senior Housing Committee – Report by Island Fellow Mary Terry on Survey Work
 Year Round Housing Corporation Senior Housing Committee
 Survey -Overview of Results

The purpose of this assessment was to explore the extent of interest in a Senior Housing project for the Town of Long Island, Maine.  

A single survey to assess the interest in Senior Housing on Long Island was developed and, in early January, sent to 379 households.  The recipients included all property tax payers (with a dwelling), renters, and several former island residents. 

There were 162 responses to the survey.  28% of the respondents live on island year round and 78% claim seasonal residency, which is an equally strong response from both groups.  Of those living on island year round, 13% expect that to change and 29% do not know.  The three most frequently cited reasons for possibly leaving the island were aging, the cost of living, and isolation. Of the seasonal residents, 13% anticipate moving to the island and 29% do not know.  Owning a seasonal-only home was the most frequently cited reason for not moving on island year round.

96% of respondents own their home and the split between seasonal and year round homes was 50/50.   23% claim to be retired on island and of those who are not retired, 37% plan to retire on island. 30% are interested in senior housing opportunities for themselves now (7%) or in the future (23%) and 30% are interested in senior housing for a family member now (11%) or in the future (7%).

When asked about what type of senior housing would fit the character of Long Island:  

· 28 out of 50 rated in-law apartments as desirable

· 34 of 50 rated a multi unit building for seniors only as desirable 

· 45 of 56 favored an independent living situation

· 42 of 58 rated assisted living as desirable

· 40 of 58 favored the inclusion of a Senior Center

· 43 of 49 indicated a desire for the inclusion of medical services.
In the comment section, 7 of 18 respondents noted the need for some type of in home care.

Respondents were asked to evaluate the following statement:  

At this time, I feel that we should proceed further with some type of Senior Housing Project to be determined from the results of the survey.

Of the 153 responses:  42% agreed strongly; 23% agreed somewhat; 16% did not know; 4% disagreed somewhat and 15% disagreed strongly.  In the comment section, respondents mentioned concerns over health care availability, the building cost, increased taxes, and difficulty in receiving goods and services.  Others mentioned the possibility of creating employment, the need to explore in home care and other services, and the possibility that such a program would offer elders services and socialization.

The full results may be viewed at:   http://townoflongisland.us/pipermail/housingcommittee_townoflongisland.us/2010-February/000206.html  

Mary K. Terry

Casco Bay Affordable Housing Fellow

What to do with this information and where to start needs to be considered by the Senior Housing Committee which at this time needs interested, active folks to join up and look at the options and resources available.

7. Old business - none
8. New business - none
9. A big thank you to Mary Terry for her hard work on this was followed by a motion to adjourn – meeting adjourned at 8:20.
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