Year Round Housing Update
Mark Greene, Housing Administrator


The YRHCorp is pleased to announce that all 5 parcels of property are now available for the Lease/Homestead program.   The additional properties are at 28 Leavitt St. (next to the Church) and 841 Island Ave. (across from the East End Schoolhouse).  These are in addition to properties previously advertised at 46 Garfield St., 99 and 107 Cushing St.   Notice of interest forms are available at Town Hall or e-mail me at mlongreene2@aol.com

The additional good news is that our Genesis Grant has been extended 6 months until the end of this year which can help us begin work on some of the goals discussed below.     I will be remaining as Housing Administrator for that additional period. 

The Year Round Housing Application and Selection Committee (YRHASC) finished its work and now has an application package ready.  Many thanks to the committee members (John Billings, Newell Stewart –Co-Chairs, Sandra Scheurman –Secretary, Robin Clarke, Lorinda Valls, and Island Fellow Kate Power,  who labored long and hard on this difficult and seemingly never perfect concept.   


We have also just been notified that we will be sharing a new Island Institute Fellow,  Mary Terry,  for the coming year.   Her work will be exclusively in the area of affordable housing issues on Long, Peaks, Chebeague, and Cliff in addition to the Maine Island Coalition.   Mary will be approximately a “one sixth Long Islander” and will help us begin serious work on several goals noted in the June “Long Islander” as identified at our April YRHCorp Meeting.    They include:

1.
Continued support to bring the first homesteaders to fruition in our Lease program.    Major obstacles to success at this time are lack of willing lenders.  A coordinated approach (on behalf of all the Casco Bay Island housing agencies) to banks by an Island Fellow might help break this serious log jam.    


2.
Grant work to find funding sources for additional site work on lands to be leased (examples:  logging, septic work, wells).  


3.
Begin exploration of how much interest and need there is for a senior housing, assisted living facility, and/or health facility..   A survey of residents needs would precede forward movement on this.  This was identified in our original housing survey 3 years ago as a high priority by many respondents.     This may be a next major undertaking for the YRHCorp. A sub-committee is formed by Ruth Peterson and persons interested in this should contact her    The survey work and study of how to undertake such a project is a definite first need that could be managed by the new Island Fellow.  How far it goes depends on the survey and study findings.    
Needless to say funding of such a project if deemed worthy would be a part of the Fellow and Committee’s work.


We are still accepting applicants for the position of “Seasonal Resident Trustee”,   which will be voted on at our annual YRHCorp meeting (as yet unscheduled- late Aug./early Sept.?).    Please submit your letter of interest to Leah Doughty,  YRHCorp Secretary.  (e-mail   missdoughty@aol.com   or phone 766 5595).
