Town of Long Island
Year-Round Housing Committee
Minutes, May 6th 2008

Voting members:  Mark Greene (Chair); John Billings; Lorinda Valls; Amy Tierney; Will Tierney; Mike Maloney; Cade Brown.

Present:  Mark Greene (chair); Mike Maloney; John Billings; Mary Nanos; Amy Tierney.

Meeting called to order, 7:09 p.m.  

John Billings moved to accept the minutes of the April 15th meeting; second by Mike Maloney; minutes from April 15th meeting accepted unanimously.  

Houses for Sale:  Mark Greene said that Butch Kilgore’s house on the Church Road was for sale for  $175,000.  The lot has 10,000 square feet; building is approximately 700 square feet.  Mark Greene said that the land use ordinances would allow for expansion up to 15% lot coverage (this would allow almost doubling the footprint of the house).  Mike Maloney said it would be possible to add a foundation to the house, but it would be difficult.  

Lease:  Mark Greene said that since the state is in the process of passing a new set of green building codes, the lease almost needs to say nothing regarding green standards.  However, he said it was still important to show the public a desire to keep houses as affordable as possible.  He proposed the following amendment for article 6.4, item F, number 6:  

New Houses will adhere to “Green Building Standards” as per building codes and where practical incorporate additional energy saving measures to keep future utility affordability as low as possible.

Mark suggested that the resale formula of the lease be amended to allow the homeowner a sale-price increase of two percent per year of occupancy, instead of the present formula’s 10% maximum.  Mark said that although nobody would go into this program seeking a windfall, a 10% return is decent for one year and might induce someone to bail out early given the right circumstances.  The two percent formula also accounts for the homeowner’s continuous improvement of the house over time.  

Mike Maloney asked whether the replacement cost of the building, as calculated by an insurance company, would differ between different companies.  Amy Tierney said it might differ slightly but was fairly standardized.  

John Billings asked whether the property owner would be required to carry liability insurance for the leased land.  Amy Tierney said they probably should be.

Town Meeting:  Mark Greene said that Judy Paolini would give an overview of the YRHASC’s progress at Town Meeting, and that he anticipated doing the same for the YRHC.  

By-Laws:  Mark said the YRHCorp’s directors last week and accepted the new by-laws for the corporation.  

Meeting adjourned 8 p.m.  

