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HOUSING INTEREST SURVEY

Please complete this survey and mail it back in the enclosed stamped envelope.  There should be one for each person 18 years old or over at this residence.  bAll responses are anonymous and confidential.   If you would like more information about the Year-round Housing Committee or any housing issues please contact Mark Greene, Housing Administrator at 207-766-4440 or mlongreene2@aol.com
The Year Round Housing Committee, the position of housing administrator, this survey, and other housing and planning issues are funded by grants from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Community Development Initiative and the Island Institute through this year’s Island Fellow Alden Robinson.  Thank you to the Chebeague Housing Committee for their input to this survey.
Section I: Housing needs

1. What type of housing do you live in on Long Island?
· I live in a house that I own
· I live in a rented house

· I live with parents or relatives

· Other: _____________________________________


2. I will/may need housing in the next 5 years.

· 
Definitely
· 
Maybe
· 
No


3. How old are you?  ___________

4. Even though some of the following housing arrangements are not available, or not allowed at this time, or not needed by you at this time on Long Island, which do you think might be a good fit for your future needs?


[image: image1]
5. There are many different methods for making housing more affordable to eligible renters or buyers.  These can include rent assistance, special loans, future sale-price restrictions, and programs to allow buyers to invest “sweat equity” in the project.  


6. If different housing became available that was better-suited to your needs, how soon would you consider moving?

· Within a year

· Within 1-2 years

· Within 3-5 years

· Other: ___________________________


Section II: Questions for present renters only

1. How long have you rented property on Long Island?  
□□ years

2. How long have you rented your current housing?

□□ years

3. How long do you think the property will remain available to you?

· Less than one year

· 1-3 years

· 3-5 years

· More than 5 years
· Don’t know

4. How much is your monthly rent?
$______ / month
Does this include heat?  □ yes  □ no
Does this include hot water?  □ yes  □ no

5. Do you rent different places depending on the season?  □ yes  □ no
6. Have you considered moving to the mainland?  □Yes   □No
If yes, why?
· Affordability  


 
· Lack of Housing here              
· Work




· Other – please specify
    ___________________________________________________   

Section IV: Questions for homeowners only

1. Do you own more than one property on Long Island?  □ yes  □ no
If yes, number of houses ____
If yes, number of vacant lots ____
Do you rent any of these properties for…

Summer rental?  □
Year-round rental?  □

2. If you own a second house on the island, would you consider renting it year-round (12 months) if financial conditions were favorable?  □ yes  □  no

3. If yes, would you consider being listed in a directory of possible available year round houses in the future?    □  Yes    □   No 


4. If yes, please let us know!     □ I will contact you.

Section IV:  General questions
1. Are there any specific housing issues that you think the Year-Round Housing Committee should consider?  




2. In addition to providing year round housing for present and future Long Islanders, should the YRHC work to attract younger families to the island?     □  Yes     □  No

If yes, what suggestions do you have that might be helpful?  




3. The Year-round Housing Committee is researching a proposal to build a single-family, year-round rental house on town land.  As presently conceived, it would be funded primarily through grant money, low interest loans, and would be owned and managed by a non-profit entity separate from the Town government. 

Do you think the YRHC should proceed with this starter project?
□  Yes     □  No   

Do you think the YRHC should proceed with a different project?    □  Yes     □  No

If yes, what would that be?  




Any further ideas?






Thank you for taking the time to help us in planning for Long Island’s future!
						Good fit	Possibly	No





Owning a house				□		□		□


Renting a house				□		□		□


Renting an apartment				□		□		□


Owning a condominium unit			□		□		□


     (shared maintenance with an association)


Living in a multi-unit building		□		□		□


Living in an assisted living facility		□		□		□


Other – Please suggest                                ______________________________


________________________________________________________________





Interest


Some		None


□		□





□		□





□		□





□		□





□		□





How interested would you be…





…in a program that encouraged second home owners to rent on a year-round basis?





…in a program that provided you with a low-interest mortgage to help you purchase a home of your own?





…in a program that allowed you to purchase a home at a reduced price, but restricted the profit you could make from reselling the house in the future?





…in a program that allowed you to reduce the price of a home by contributing your own labor to its construction?





…in a program that allowed you to own a home on leased land?











